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no compression is used.  
 
We will attempt to use any pictures, whatever the format. 
 
NOTE WELL:  
When sending mail of any kind, newsletter articles,  
letters, membership renewals, 
donations etc., please  ensure the envelope is 
addressed correctly to: 
 
Shearwater Aviation Museum Foundation  
or 
SAM Foundation 
12 WING  
PO BOX 99000 
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samf@samfoundation.ca 
 
 
1-888-497-7779 (toll free) 
(902) 461-0062 
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Photos are provided by several sources: 
DND, SAM Archives, SAMF website and those 
sent in with an individual’s submission.  
 
Portions of this newsletter may be reprinted 
without prior permission provided full credit is 
given to both the author(s) and the SAM 
Foundation WARRIOR.    In accordance with this mandate, 
the Editor of the SAMF WARRIOR reserves the right to edit, 
condense or reject copy to suit the requirements, as he/she 
sees fit, of the newsletter. 
 
 
COVER PHOTO:  HMCS HALIFAX by Corporal 
Trudeau. 
 
Inside Front Cover Photo.    
Crew members aboard HMCS Halifax layout and 
coordinate proper materials for a towing exercise 
aboard HMCS Halifax in the Mediterranean Sea 
During Operation Reassurance.  November 2019. 
 
Photo: Corporal Brayden Trudeau. 
Formation Imaging Services 
RP24-2019-0080-005 
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Back cover Courtesy of Peter Robichaud 
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*********************************** 
WE NEED YOUR SUBMISSIONS. 
 
Please send us your stories, pictures etc.  We look forward to 
hearing from you. 
 
 
Any opinions expressed herein are deemed to 
be those of the author(s) and do not necessarily 
reflect the opinions of the Shearwater Aviation 
Museum Foundation, its members, the Shearwater Aviation 
Museum and/or 12 Wing Shearwater. 
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FROM THE CURATOR’S DESK 

Summer 2020 

What a year 2020 has been! As I write this note, 
the Shearwater Aviation Museum remains 
closed due to Covid-19 restrictions, but 
optimistic we will be open for at least an 
abbreviated summer season.  The roofing 
project on building 13 is still ongoing, so the 
exhibits in that part of the museum remain 
draped in blue tarps to protect the exhibits 
from roof debris and water leaks. It looks a bit 
dismal at present, but a small but mighty team 
is making preparations to unwrap the aircraft 
and conduct a good cleaning. 

We’ve just had our Plexiglas barriers installed at 
the front desk and gift shop counters, and 
sanitizing stations set up throughout the 
museum, so progress toward reopening is slow 
but steady. The closure has been difficult on the 
heritage and culture communities in particular, 
and for us the loss of income is difficult, which 
will definitely slow our new exhibits planned for 
this season.  During the closure we’ve been 
productive, however; we’ve been working on a 
digital asset management project that we’ve 
been planning for some time, manual 
production and reorganizing the library and 
archive are some of the bigger projects we’ve 
been working on during these quiet days.  

At this time of year, I always find it hard to say 
goodbye to our military friends and colleagues 
who are posting out, and on to new chapters of 
their careers. We have a few Museum board of 
Trustees leaving us this summer. To LCol Tara 
Willis, LCol Cory Kwasny and Maj Rob Truscott 
go my sincerest thanks for a job well done, for 
your wisdom and advocacy of the SAM. You will 
all be missed. This year, it is especially poignant, 
given the terribly sad events we’ve experienced 
in the last few months and the challenges the 

Shearwater community has faced, and our 
inability to gather to support each other. The 
entire community is constantly on or minds, and 
the Museum and Foundation will stand ready to 
assist in any way needed, in commemoration 
and memorial to the Fallen, and for those who 
remain. Our porch light is on. 

FROM THE EDITOR: (Patti Collacutt – Gemmell) 

WOW! What a year so far.  A Pandemic let that 
sink in.  I have never seen anything like this and 
I hope I never see it again.  But life still goes on 
and we make the best of it, that’s what we do.  
Many changes are coming to the museum when 
it opens, so please remember, masks on, 
sanitize and stay safe.  Below you will see a few 
pictures of the changes made to the SAMF 
office to keep staff safe and an honorary plaque 
presented to the SAMF in memory of mom 
(Kay).  She loved her time at the SAMF and 
worked on the Warrior until just before her 
passing and let me tell you, she is giving me 
inspiration to carry on.  Stay safe and please 
send in your stories.  I am not Kay and I need all 
the help I can get.   

This plaque was hand made by friends of Kay 
Collacutt, it marks the SAMF office (Kays Cabin) 
where Kay spent so many hours promoting 
Shearwaters history, especially the years 
covering Canadian Naval Air.   Mom would be 
humbled by this gesture and I know she would 
say “Thank you Dearheart”.        
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NOVA SCOTIA REPORT: WHERE THE 
BEAT GOES ON 

It is my pleasure, on behalf of our entire 
membership and followers of things Air 
Museum, to give you a little bit of an update 
on what I can see from my office near the 
waterfront. Oh, that’s the Shearwater 
waterfront by the way, just in case you were 
wondering. Things are a little timeless here. 
The fingers of fog still protrude on summer 
days up between the islands in the harbour, 
and where the sounds of helicopters flying can 
once again be heard. At last, some sense of 
normalcy is beginning to settle in here now as 
the entire City can hear the beasts roaring 
again up on the hill.   

It is refreshing to say the least to poke your 
head out the window every once in a while, 
and listen to the distinctive sound of the 
cyclones massive main blade system as they 
claw their way through the air again. As you all 
no doubt have heard they are once again 
cleared for flight. There are, so I am told, just a 
few things to work out with all the pilots 
about the do’s and don’ts of flying this huge 
big bird once again. So we wait and see for 
another few years before these findings are 
going to be out in the public domain. And to 
see if the fly by wire system is as robust as 
they keep telling us they are.  

I felt it was my duty to attend the repatriation 
ceremonies on behalf of all SAMF members, 
representing all of you who no doubt followed 
with the rest of our members from this area 
who took advantage of the public display as 
the three public parades throughout the cities 
took place. The first was for Sub Lieutenant 
Cowbrough. Done with much passion and 
appropriate ceremonial as could be mustered, 
first she, and followed not too many days later 
by the Snowbirds Public Affairs Officer, 

Jennifer Casey. People came out in droves on 
both sides of the harbour to watch, pay their 
respects to them both, and send their prayers 
to the families.  

The repatriation of the remaining aircrew and 
Naval Sub Lt. from the Truro area again arrived 
at HIA early in the evening.  After a very fitting 
arrival ramp ceremony, Sub Lt. Matthew Pyke 
started his trek back to Truro to be with his 
family while the remainder were carried 
through Dartmouth, through Shearwater and 
out to the Atlantic Funeral Home Gardens. I 
was at Shearwater for this one, knowing how 
very crowded it was going to be at Atlantic 
Gardens. The entire hill on Bonaventure 
Avenue to the main gate was lined with 
Shearwater personnel, an impressive sight 
enough as it was. But the real precision and 
respect that was shown to our returning 
warriors at Atlantic Gardens itself was 
thoroughly impressive, marvelously executed 
and carried out with the utmost precision and 
military decorum. 12 Wing… you certainly 
made this old airman very proud of those who 
have succeeded him.  

BRAVO ZULU 12 WING! 

And now for some museum news. The damage 
that the big March heavy rain and windstorm 
brought to our complex was, on the surface of 
it all, quite extensive. However, you will all be 
glad to learn that CFB Halifax, which still has 
Shearwater on its slop chit for upkeep, 
maintenance and repairs, truly did jump 
through the hoops. They ensured that 
emergency temporary repairs were done to 
stem the flooding, monitored the building as 
the winter progressed, returning in early 
summer to do a complete re-roof of the entire 
museum structure. Now that’s service! A tip of 
the old Shearwater Hat goes to the Base 
Commander at CFB Halifax Captain (Navy) 
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Dave Mazur and his team from RPO Ops who 
looked after us when the chips were really 
down. Thank you CFB Halifax! 

The Covid 19 business will not let go of us here 
in NS. Our team consisting of the Premier and 
his Public Health Officer, Dr. Strang, have done 
an excellent job of controlling the situation. As 
the Premier famously uttered, people did 
seem to be Staying the Blazes Home. While it 
isn’t a done deal just yet, I believe I am safe in 
saying that we all owe the members in 
Government and in particular, our Health 
Departments and their Public Health Officers 
right the way across the country, a deep debt 
of gratitude for their collective stellar 
performance. With a degree of Canadian 
understatement, let me simply say… Well 
Done Folks! You have earned our gratitude 
and respect for your stellar services to the 
nation all across the country.   

So here we sit with clipped wings, as there 
really isn’t a lot one can do while we are 
observing the rules of Covid 19 etiquette. Our 
Office Manager however, would hear nothing 
of this over the last five months. She is a truly 
resourceful person, and we are all very 
fortunate to have her working on our behalf. 
So to our Office Manager of the Foundation, 
let me express my hearty congratulations for a 
job well done. As did Kay, she has the office 
communication systems backed up in her 
home, so she truly could and did continue to 
take the fight to all, which we do business 
with. Her sister Patti is still assisting with 
putting the Warrior Newsletter together and 
this little piece is the last thing that needs to 
be shoehorned in to this edition.  

One last comment to our American Brothers 
and Sisters we all grew to know so well during 
our time in service. We want you to know that 
we are with you every step of the way. Your 

leadership team still doesn’t play well with the 
rest of the world, or between itself and its 
partners, the States of the Union. As we sit 
here watching the truly awful news just get 
worse and worse by the day, we can only say 
that coming from the north of you are the very 
best wishes,  and our hopes that all turns out 
well for you in the end. It is somewhat 
disquieting to watch, as the worlds technology 
leadership bangs its head on the sidewalk 
while many around them are watching them 
self-immolate on daily TV news.  

So let’s stop for just a moment, all of us, and 
say a short prayer on behalf of all the truly 
great folks who make up the US Military, 
particularly our old Naval Air acquaintances. It 
simply makes me cringe when I watch as the 
USA continues to squander its assets in the 
manner in which it is doing.  Until we meet 
again with our next edition, let me add that 
we are concerned about all of you. Stay well. 
Work at it actively. She ain’t over until she’s 
over! And to all of you who reached out to me 
after I sent my last note to say hello, I thank 
you. What a super trip down memory lane 
that turned out to be.  

Pitter patter, let’s get at ‘er lads! 
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SAMF Members: it is my distinct pleasure to 
introduce you to our new Wing Commander, 
Colonel James Hawthorne. James was 
exceedingly happy when his appointment as 
Wing Commander at 12 Wing Shearwater was 
announced last year. His career to date has 
been challenging and very interesting, and like 
all of us, to be selected to Command Sea King 
operations and now the Cyclone introduction, 
is an honoured place to be asked to serve. It is 
my distinct pleasure to introduce you to the 
new skipper at Shearwater, Colonel James 
Hawthorne. His words are very 
interesting indeed. We wish him all the very 
best now and in the future.

John M. Cody
President SAMF

12 Wing Shearwater update
Colonel James Hawthorne recently 
released the 12 Wing Commander’s 
Tactical Planning Directive for 2020-
2021. In it, he describes his intent to 
continue progress towards final 
operational capability of the CH-148
Cyclone and support to deployed 
maritime helicopter operations. 

Col Hawthorne says the wing has
learned many lessons since accepting 
the first CH-148 Cyclone, conducting the 
first serials of conversion training and 
finally deploying its first air detachments 
on international operations. 

“12 Wing strives as a trouble-shooting 
and learning organization,” he says. “We 
quickly excel at achieving the mission; 
however, we must also ensure mission 
success: Mission First, People Always. 
Achieving the mission on the backs of 
our fellow aircrew, technicians, support 
personnel and contractors is not mission 
success. All members of the 12 Wing 
maritime helicopter community shall be: 
challenged to become subject matter 
experts within and outside their areas of 
expertise; mentored to ensure 12 Wing, 

The RCAF and the CAF have respected 
leaders entrenched with maritime 
helicopter community blood, sweat and 
tears; and respected as the 
professionals we all sought to be when 
joining the CAF.” 

Throughout his Tactical Planning 
Directive, Col Hawthorne outlines his
priorities for the upcoming fiscal year.

He anticipates COVID-19 restrictions 
will continue to affect 12 Wing for the 
foreseeable future. A significant number 
of members remain without access to 
childcare services while many other 
members have high-risk family 
members who cannot afford to contract 
COVID-19. To date, 12 Wing has 
adapted very successfully to the realities 
of working remotely. He encourages unit 
COs and leaders at all levels to continue 
to be flexible in adapting work hours and
locations to accommodate members. 

In aircraft news, DND has accepted five 
aircraft from Sikorsky over the last year, 
bringing the total number of accepted 
aircraft to 20. The wing expects an 
additional five to seven deliveries by the 
end of fiscal year 2020-2021. In 
addition, three Cyclone helicopters were 
repatriated to Sikorsky over the previous 
reporting period. 
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By the end of September 2020, the last 
of the 12 Wing Block 1 aircraft will have 
been repatriated to Sikorsky for upgrade 
to Block 2 configuration.  

There also various ongoing capability 
projects. For example, the Back Driven 
Rast (BDRAST) is the capability that will 
allow the CH-148 to operate in Sea 
State 6 conditions. The project has 
experienced several setbacks and has 
also been impacted by COVID-19 
related shutdowns, putting the latest 
projection for the availability of BDRST 
for deployment at summer 2021.  

Also, the final delivered version of the 
CH-148 is referred to as Capability 
Release 2.1 (CR 2.1). This version will 
provide an improved functional interface 
and enhanced sensor capabilities for the 
ACSO and SENSO roles. There are 
currently two aircraft upgraded to CR 
2.1, which are undergoing contractor 
flight testing and are expected to 12 
Wing in August 2020, where they will 
undergo testing and evaluation before 
being released to the line units.  

But, as the command team recognizes, 
the success of the wing is dependent on 
the people who operate, maintain, and 
support the CH-148 Cyclone. The centre 
of gravity in 12 Wing standing together 
from coast to coast is our personnel. It is 
not sufficient to simply say “people 
always”, it must be backed by concrete 
actions and clear guidance. 

“As the Senior Non-Commissioned 
member on the Wing,” says Chief 
Warrant Officer Bruno Poirier. “I see my 
role as not only advisor to the Wing 
Commander but to the Command 
Teams and members of 12 Wing as 
well. My priorities are the welfare of our 
members, discipline and promoting the 
core values of the RCAF—
Professionalism, Excellence and 
Teamwork.”  

People are our most important resource, 
he says. He makes it a priority to 

highlight members’ welfare by promoting 
a healthy balance between work, 
training, education, family, fitness and 
spirituality.  

“I encourage all leaders to engage in a 
dialogue with their members about 
difficult subjects such as racism, sexual 
orientation, mental health, and 
Operation Honour,” says CWO Poirier. 
“Doing so will help empower these same 
conversations within their teams. We 
must shine a light on these issues and 
contribute to 12 Wing getting better at 
being there for each other and changing 
the culture.”  

To help members start these 
conversations, there are myriad 
programs and resources available to 
DND personnel and the command team 
want personnel to take full advantage of 
them as needed. 
(https://www.cafconnection.ca/home)  

One of the resources include the 
Integrated Conflict and Complaint 
Management (ICCM) 
(http://halifax.mil.ca/CCMSA/), the 
somewhat new program that unites the 
harassment, alternative dispute 
resolution, human rights and grievances 
services into one program assist 
members with addressing workplace 
conflict.  

The prevention of sexual misconduct 
and harassment in the workplace 
remains a top priority in the CAF and 
unit COs are to maximize available 
resources. In particular, the command 
team expects every 12 Wing members 
to have attended the one-day “Respect 
in the CAF” workshop. Health Promotion 
runs the programs locally and the intent 
is for it to be back on the course 
schedule when it works within the 
COVID-19 restrictions.  
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In addition to programs and services, 
our military Chaplains attend to the 
spiritual needs of people through 
counseling, encouraging individuals in 
understanding themselves, interpreting 
theological/moral issues and ethical 
questions, educating others in such 
areas as ethics, anger management, 
suicide prevention, visiting the sick and 
conducting religious services.  

“Military chaplains are sensitive to the 
need to help CAF personnel and their 
families explore spiritual issues without 
imposing religious doctrine and 
practice,” says CWO Poirier.  
“They also lead and oversee the 
Sentinel initiative, a peer-support 
program. These volunteers are trained 
CAF members and DND employees and 
I’m pleased to say we have initiated the 
new Lead Squadron Sentinel 
designation to help raise awareness of 
the program.”  

With with the tragic loss of the personnel 
aboard Stalker 22 in April, in addition to 
other disturbing issues the province has 
faced this year; the hope is that 
members will seek help if they are in 
need.  

As one way of healing, there has been 
an outpouring of ideas from the MH 
community on how to establish an 
appropriate memorial at 12 Wing. All 
suggestions on this effort are welcome 
and it is Col Hawthorne’s intent to 
establish a permanent memorial to 
Stalker 22.  

“Part of this process will include the 
consolidation in one location of the 
existing memorials across Shearwater 
to creating a central place to honour the 
sacrifices of 12 Wing members 
throughout our history,” he says. “Open 
communication with our members, our 
families, our community and other 
stakeholders will be essential to this 
effort. 

“Despite the obstacles in our path from 
the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic and 
our inward look following the tragic loss 
of Stalker 22, we will persevere,” he 
says. “12 Wing will continue to expand 
the envelope of the CH-148 Cyclone 
and challenge our aircrew, technicians 
and support personnel to ensure we are 
the maritime helicopter capability 
desired by our allies and respected by 
our foes.” 

“Some people live 

an entire lifetime 

and wonder if they 

have ever made a difference 

in the world. 

A Veteran does 

Not have that problem.” 

(Ronald Regan) 
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HMCS Fredericton / NCSM Fredericton
May 2, 2020 

The last few days have been completely devastating. We mourn the loss of our friends and shipmates: Sub-Lieutenant 
Abbigail Cowbrough, Master Corporal Matthew Cousins, Captain Kevin Hagen, Captain Brenden Ian MacDonald, 
Captain Maxime Miron-Morin, and Sub-Lieutenant Matthew Pyke. We miss you immensely but you will live forever in 
our hearts and each of you will be remembered for your kindness, courage and compassion. We thank everyone for their 
outpouring of love and support during these difficult times. As we lean on each other, we know that we are not alone. We 
ask that you surround the families of our fallen with the same love and support you have so graciously shown us. We will 
forever remember the joy they brought to FREDERICTON; may they rest in peace.
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On line auction option

email us at the SAMF with 

your bid before Sept 26th for

This Quilt 

Karen Collacutt- McHarg   Office Administrator 

The winner of our 50/50 draws June 18th was Peter 

Staley congratulations Peter. The next draw is Dec 

10th 2020. You will want to purchase a ticket for 

that draw. The winners of the 500 club draws in 

June and up to the 17th of July are: Tim Kemp, Tom 

Copeland, Jamie Robinson, Charles Coffen, Gordon 

Davis, Paul Baiden, Stirling Conrad, Michael 

McFadden & Weldon Paton. 

Our annual Dinner Auction was to be held Sept 26th 

2020 at the Shearwater Sea King Club with a 

wonderful dinner and fantastic auction and great 

prizes, as of today we are still uncertain if we will 

be able to go forward due to Covid-19 concerns. 

Once the final word comes down to us, I will send 

out letters to all and put the information on our web 

site. The Shearwater Aviation Museum 

Foundation.ca and our Facebook page.  

If you have any items you would like to donate to 

the auction please bring them to The SAMF office 

and a tax receipt will be issued or call and I will 

pick them up. It was a fantastic time last year the 

food was out of this world and the prizes and items 

were great and lots of them.  This auction is one of 

our big fundraisers for the year, if it does not go 

forward in Sept please help us out by binning on our 

quilt. Which has a retail value of $1000.  

NEW : We will take bids starting today by email, 

mail or phone for those that live out  

 of province or that can’t make it to the dinner 

Auction, it will be mailed to the winner of the 

highest bid. This Quit was made and donated by 

Nancy Hiltz MacDonald of Eastern Passage. 
Name:____________________________________

Phone:____________________________________ 

Address:___________________________________ 

Bid for quilt:   $_____________________________ 

Bid as many times as you like. 

Size 84 x 88 

. Page 11 



CHANGE OF COMMAND 

 PHOTO: 12 Imaging Services 

AVR Olivia Mainville Photographer 

22 June 2020 marked the Change of Command of 12 Air Maintenance Squadron 
(AMS), with command passing from LCol Tara Willis to LCol Matthew Maxwell.  While 
we were all disappointed not to be able to share in this ceremony in person due to 
Covid-19 restrictions, we know that LCol Willis goes to her new post as the Executive 
Assistant to the Vice-Chief of Defence Staff with our deepest gratitude and very best 
wishes. LCol Willis was the Director for the Shearwater Aviation Museum as a 
secondary duty as part of her portfolio as the Commanding Officer of 12 AMS from 
2018-2020. LCol Willis is a strong advocate for both the Shearwater Aviation 
Museum and the Shearwater Aviation Museum Foundation, and promoted both 
organizations. Tara, you will be missed, but we know you will excel at your new post. 
Thank you for your efforts on our behalf! To LCol Maxwell, welcome back to 
Shearwater, and we look forward for the chance to work with you, moving the 
museum’s development forward. All the best! 

*********************************************************************************************** 

Stalker 22 Fundraiser 

The price per patch is $10 each; email your order to samf@samfoundation.ca E Transfers 
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FLIGHT SIM NOVA SCOTIA 

(A letter from Curran) 

Hi Folks, 

I have some great news for our club.  With 
much thanks and appreciation to the 
Shearwater Aviation Museum, we still have a 
space to hold our monthly meetings.  With that 
said, this is a reminder that our monthly club 
meeting will be held this Wednesday night, 
March 4, 7:30 – 9:30pm.  Please use the side 
glass –door entrance, and turn left, down the 
hall, to the meeting room.  See you there! 

Since the inception of Flight Sim Nova Scotia in 
2011 and our meetings beginning in 2012, one 
man has been there to support us every 
meeting, month after month, letting us into the 
building, often adding some fun anecdotal 
stories of his experience as an avionics 
technician – including on the HMCS 
Bonaventure, or pausing the lecture and taking 
us out to some aircraft to expand or clarify how 
something might work, and always the last 
person to leave for the night – to lock up, Jim 
Elliott has been there as a backbone for our 
club.  Like all things, we sometimes decide to 
redirect our time into other areas of our life.  At 
our last month’s meeting, Jim gave us the news 
that he is retiring from our FSNS club, after 
spending about 9 years providing his valuable 
help.  With that, I would like to say 
this…..THANK YOU SO MUCH , JIM!  - for helping 
to get this club off the ground and making it a 
reality.  Thank you for all the years of your 
wonderful stories and sense of humor, and 
showing us the extras on everything related to 
airplanes, helicopters, engines, putting up with 
our technical computer difficulties, Etc.  I’ll 
always remember your story about the flight 
you had in a CP-121 tracker in a rough weather 
and how a big plane flew right over top.  I’m 
quite positive that I can speak for everyone 
when I say; we’ve always enjoyed your 
company.   
See you around the museum, perhaps when you 
are giving a tour.  Thank you. 

As for this week, we’ll cover some aspect of 
flight sims.  I don’t recall if we had something 
planned, but if we didn’t, we’ll figure something 
out.  Just a reminder, last month we decided to 
participate in the Shearwater Aviation Museum 
22nd Annual Spring Hobby Show, happening 
Saturday,  April 18th and Sunday April 19th 
10:am – 4pm, 2020.  We have about 4 or 5 
volunteers. 

See you this Wednesday night, 

Andrew C. 
Flight Sim NS 

*********************************************** 

Have you heard about the karate 
champion who joined the navy?  

No. Well I have. The first time he saluted, 
he nearly killed himself!  
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ESM SOLUTIONS 

SECURITY AND COVID-19 
HEALTH SCREENING – 
COMBINED SERVICES 

Better and safer on-site control 
over staff and visitor entry 

Emergency Security Management 
(ESM) helps protect your business, 
reduce your risk and increase the 
health of your facility 
overall. Security professionals use 
verbal and measurable testing 
methods (including non-contact 
thermometers) to identify high 
risk or potentially infected 
individuals before they enter your 
facility. 

�x Licensed, highly trained
risk professionals on site 

�x Fast, responsive
deployment and setup, 
24/7 

�x Short or long-term
assignments 

�x Trained in de-escalation
techniques 

�x Experienced working with
the public and in 
demanding work 
environments 

Over 40 years’ experience 
protecting our clients’ premises, 
businesses and workforces. 

Better and safer on-site control 
over staff and visitor entry 

Emergency Security Management 
(ESM) helps protect your business, 
reduce your risk and increase the 
health of your facility 
overall. Security professionals use 
verbal and measurable testing 
methods (including non-contact 
thermometers) to identify high 
risk or potentially infected 
individuals before they enter your 
facility. 

· Licensed, highly trained
risk professionals on site 

· Fast, responsive
deployment and setup, 
24/7 

· Short or long-term
assignments 

· Trained in de-escalation
techniques 

· Experienced working with
the public and in 
demanding work 
environments 

Over 40 years’ experience 
protecting our clients’ premises, 
businesses and workforces. 

Jessica Paquette 
Atlantic Regional Manager 
902-430-3428 
Jessica.paquette@scm.ca 

1.888.842.8109 
esmsolutions@esmsolutions.ca 

ESM is a division of Xpera Risk 
Mitigation & Investigation. 
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Artifact Focus: 
 HMCS BONAVENTURE’S Paying –
Off Pennant 

(By: Christine Hines, Curator 
Shearwater Aviation Museum) 

A paying –off pennant is a large version of the 
masthead pennant.  It is flown in lieu of the 
masthead pennant on the day a ship pays off.  
One of our often missed, but most interesting 
objects on view at the Shearwater Aviation 
Museum (SAM) is the paying-
off/decommissioning pennant of HMCS 
BONAVENTURE.  The long nylon pennant is 
susp0ended from the ceiling rafters in SH-13, 
the main exhibit hall of the SAM, and extends 
around the perimeter of the hall.  The pennant 
was flown from HMCS BONAVENTURE on the 
occasion of her decommissioning in 1970.  A text 
panel on the mezzanine provides the following 
information: 

“The long array of hanging white cloth is a 
Paying –Off Pennant of the Royal Canadian Navy.  
It has been identified as coming from HMCS 
Bonaventure.  Traditionally, the length of the 
pennant should equal the length of the ship if 
she left her station at the end of a normal period 
of foreign service.  If a commission was 
extended, the length of the pennant was 
increased in proportion to extra length of 
service.  Paying off pennants in the Canadian 
Navy are now a standard length of 380 feet. “ 

While we have little information on the file as to 
how the pennant arrived in the SAM’s collection, 
it is likely that it was transferred from the Naval 
Museum of Halifax, formerly the Maritime 
Command Museum, early in the history of the 
Shearwater Aviation Museum.  These agencies 
have practiced a reciprocal arrangement for 
many years, when an item arrived that is better 
suited to one or the other of these CFB Halifax 
museums, for which we are very grateful.   

For more information on pennants, pendants 
and other naval tidbits, check out the great book 
“Jackspeak of the Royal Canadian Navy:  A 
Glossary of Naval Terminology” by Mark Nelson, 
Dundurn Press, 2018. 

*********************************************** 

(RIP Stalker 22) 
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Tracker 1553 
(By Peter Barr) 
(I received an email from Mr. 
Barr after he saw the mention of 
George Plawski’s book in our 
Spring edition of Warrior.  It 
brought up memories of an 
accident on Bonnie in 1964.  
Below is his recollection of this 
accident and the following saga 
of the crash aftermath is perhaps 
little known.  Patti) 

Tracker 1553 crew, S/Lt Peter 
Barr, S/Lt Eric Nielsen, L/S Ed 
Gagnon and PO Herb Parsons. 

The accident affected so many 
people that night and I did not 
learn of some of those stories for 
many years later. It was an 
accident. Utterly black night, no 
references but the centerline lights, 
no wind, 4 planes up and nobody 
could get aboard. Perhaps just 
another approach but, in close 
from FLYCO came "fly it down", 
and I reduced power. We did pick 
up 5 wire, we did hang over the 
side, the aircraft did break in half 
and we did hit the drink but there 
was no immediate reference to it 
happening. It was black. I only 
recall being caught in searchlights, 
being held in the fuselage, which 
was sinking, and trying to release 
my dinghy quick release. Survival 
instinct was on full mode. The next 
searchlight exposed an opening 
and I was able to get out. Once up 
on top, I could hear those sweet 
words by Ed Gagnon, my number 
three operators, "where is number 

one". Then the problems started. 
Four of us, well equipped for the 
situation but my immersion suit 
had taken in a lot of water and I 
had slight negative buoyancy so 
that as the crest of a wave rose, I 
submerged. Initially still very dark 
but the now illuminated as the 
plane guard HMCS Chaudiere 
arrived, search lights all lit up, 
lumbering toward us, seemingly 
out of control (yes, we found out 
later that the ship's rescue boat 
crew had been ejected from the life 
boat and had trailed the crew out 
behind the ship into the dark sea. 
Apparently, the ropes used to 
rescue the boat's crew had fouled 
the intakes of Chaudiere and she 
was dead in the water. That left us 
with an approaching hull, which 
was bobbing up and down and 
becoming a real threat to 
lumbering over us. I remember 
trying to swim away from 
Chaudiere but trying to keep my 
head afloat and now hauling a very 
water heavy immersion suit posed 
a lot of difficulties. My crew was 
all dealing with similar situations; 
truly every man fending for him 
self but I was exhausted. 
Eventually we got to the now 
rolling destroyer and tried to climb 
up the scramble net hanging over 
the side. As the ship rolled into us, 
we could try and get a handhold in 
the net high on the ships side but 
when she rolled away, unable to 
hang on due to weight, we dropped 
down the ships side back into the 
sea. This happened many times. I 
remember sailors climbing down 
the net trying to grab us and I also 
remember having ingested so 
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much water and unable to hold my 
weight in the net, falling to be 
submerged once again, and trying 
to swim away from the ship's 
movement to get a rest.  And then, 
some brave soul caught hold of me 
as I crested on a wave and I was 
able to get up the net and on board 
with the rest of my crew. We all 
had made it but we could not have 
done it ourselves. 

There were so many personnel; 
aircrew, ship’s personel, Air 
Bosn’ns, boats crew, who were 
so totally involed that night, each 
with their own story.  Nor was 
the night finished.  Bonnie still 
had to recover four aircraft, one 
being Stan Brygadyr who was 
trying to get aboard with a total 
electrical failure but that is 
another saga well documented in 
Stu Soward’s book.   

I went up on a check ride with 
Bill Fuoco two day’s later and, 
needless to say, I was very deck 
shy.  I had another four launches 
over the next few days with my 
crew, thankfully all in day light, 
and then flew ashore when we 
arrived back in Halifax.   

Finished my tour in VS 880 a 
year later, right back to Bonnie 
as Flight Deck OPS, Ops posting 
next, and then second tour VS 
880 in 1968, and finished 
Trackers in 1971.  Ottawa desk 
job to instructing 3 CFFTS 
Portage La Prairie in 1974, then 
440 Squadron Search and 
Rescue in Edmonton.   

My sincere appreciation and 
admiration to the Officers and 
men of HMCS Chaudiere. 

One to remember! 
Peter Barr 
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Ruth May Kells 

At the age of 17, Ruth May Kells graduated from 
Colchester County Academy.  She went on to take a 
secretarial course at Success Business College in Truro.  
In 1943, Ruth worked for the Department of Defense 
until joining the Air Force in December of 1943.  After 
basic training in Ottawa, she went to #1 Wireless School 
in Montreal graduating in 1944.  Stationed at RCAF Stn. 
Penfield Ridge, NB she then went to RCAF Stn. Yarmouth 
to NDHQ Halifax and discharged in Ottawa in 1945.   

While Ruth was living in Toronto, she was recalled in 
February of 1946 to re-enlist in RCAF, stationed at FCAF 
Stn. Dartmouth until discharge in December of 1946.  
She then made her home in Vancouver, BC working for 
Hayes Manufacturing Co in Vancouver until the 
Department of Defense requested, she travel to Prince 
Rupert, BC as a wireless operator for surveillance of 
foreign countries communications.  In Prince Rupert 
during 1947, she transferred to Victoria, BC in 1948, for 
the same operations, and then transferred to installation 
outside of Vancouver for the same operations in 1950.   

In 1952, she resigned and drove from Vancouver south 
to California, across through Oklahoma, Texas, etc. and 
north to Canada Crossing at Dearborn, Michigan into 
Canada.  She drove from there to Nova Scotia, totalling 
approximately 8,000 miles.  (This was done in a mini 
minor car). 

Ruth worked as a secretary at Maritime Tel & Tel in 
Truro until Department of Defense requested, she report 
to Ottawa to resume wireless operation at Leitrem, just 
outside of Ottawa.  She drove to Ottawa living there and 
working at Leitrem until she requested a transfer to 

secretarial work in Ottawa at the Defense Department.  
Worked at Department of Army Budget as a secretary.  
Ruth then joined the RCAF Reserve 2416 Squadron.  
While on a weekend training at RCAF Station Foymount 
(160 miles northwest of Ottawa) an Administration 
Officer offered her the position of Civilian Personnel 
Officer there, with 110 civilian employees to administer.  
F/L Bud Divine visited her boss, colonel Anderson at 
Army Budget requesting her transfer to Foymount.  She 
transferred to RCAF Stn Foymount in October.  The 
following July, the Chief Civilian Personnel Officer in 
Montreal asked me to drive to RCAF Stn. Bagotville, Que 
to take over from the CPO there who was incapacitated. 
She spent 6 weeks there, re-organizing the Office and 
bringing the files and personnel up to date.  The 
Commanding Officer offered me the permanent job of 
CPO, but she refused and she knew that in the near 
future she was to be married.  Ruth returned to FCAF 
Stn. Foymount until she asked for a transfer back to 
Ottawa. 

Ruth was transferred to DSRA (Directorate of Special 
Radio Activities) which was the directorate for 
correlation of all communications which were received 
from the previous jobs which she held in Prince Rupert, 
Victoria and Vancouver, coming full circle as an operator 
the Department where all the communications were 
received and decoded. 

During Ruth’s time in the RCAF Reserve Squadron, she 
met Wesley Kells, an L/Colonel in the Signal Corps who 
friends introduced us at the Squadron Headquarters.  He 
had just returned from a three-year stint in Washington 
DC.  When Ruth was in Foymount, Wesley would 
frequently visit her and she would visit him.  Ruth and 
Kells were married on March 30, 1957 and she 
continued working for the DSRA until September when 
she resigned due to her pregnancy for her first child.  
Their son David was born on March 11, 1958 in Ottawa, 
and two and a half years later, the President of EMI 
Cossor from Dartmouth flew to Ottawa and offered 
Wesley the job of Administer of the Labs & Personnel 
who designed and developed various underwater 
detection devices, etc for the Federal Government.  
Wesley, had been on the Steering Committee for the 
company and had flown back and forth to Halifax as 
overseer on production for the Government.   

As he was nearing retirement in the Army, he accepted 
and they drove to Halifax and Dartmouth in 1960.  In his 
capacity of Lab Admin, he flew to Switzerland, Germany, 
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France and London on behalf of the company, later he 
flew to Osaka Japan to attend an International showing 
of EMI Cossar equipment.  In 1969, EMI downsized, 
eventually closing.  With Wesley’s background and 
experience, he had several choices for employment 
elsewhere, however, we owned our house, cottage and 
had Real Estate investment in properties.  They 
established their business Kelltic Electric Center Ltd in 
Dartmouth, starting first in a unit in an apartment 
building, which they owned.  Approximately one year or 
so later, they bought a building on Wyse Road and 
converted it into their store.  The business was 
electronics, with sales and service in television, stereo 
units, camcorders and related items.  Ruth set up the 
business with the appropriate authorities; she ran the 
business end while Wesley and another employee did 
the technical and repair of all various electronics.  In 
1989, they sold the business and the remaining 
equipment and the building itself, retiring full time and 
spent their winters in Florida.  After Wesley’s death in 
1996, Ruth eventually sold the remaining real estate 
properties and remained living in their home for another 
7 years, eventually selling and moving to a Condo on 
Lake Banook.   

Ruth still living in Dartmouth joined the Children’s 
Hospital Auxillary and became president.  She also joined 
a Curling Club and was President for 2 years as well as 
joinging the ScotianAires (Harmony Inc) becoming 
President of that group as well.  She sold the property in 
Florida seven years ago, only returning for short trips to 
stay with friends.  She found a friendly new home at 
Centennial Brach 160 where she enjoys friends and 
comrades and the activities there.  She is also a member 
of the Royal Canadian Air Force Association as the Event 
Chairman.  

Pictured above:  Ruth Kells with Earl McFarland.  Ruth served 
in the military and is 97 years young. 

WELCOME HOME HMCS FREDERICTON 

FAMILY ANXIOUSLY WAITING 

WELCOME HOME 

(Oscar Galbraith son of Sgt Galbraith, HMCS Fredericton 
and wife Amy with his “hero medal”) 
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Shearwater Aviation Museum 
Foundation 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We’re listening, you asked for it and now we have it! 

It’s easy and convenient, send in your membership from the 
comforts of your home. 

* Open your online banking
*Click on Interact e-Transfer’s

* Add (samf@samfoundation.ca)as a contact
* Add amount you want to transfer

*Click notify by email
* Message (tell me what the money is for)

Example: Donation, Membership, in Memory, Building Fund 
Your receipt will be mailed out to you the next day. 

E-Transfer 
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   The Shearwater Aviation Museum Foundation 
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WALL OF HONOUR 

Guidelines for designing your “Wall of Honour” Tile. 

The tile used is made from high quality marble, which is 12 inches square.  The tile can be sand blasted in various ways to suit 
your wishes.  All lettering will be in upper case and the tile will be mounted in the diamond orientation as opposed to a square 
orientation.  All Text will run horizontally across the tile.  

The options are: 

Option A: One half tile 12" X 12" x 17" and triangular in shape with up to 5 rows of 3/4" letters for a maximum of 60 
letters and spaces.  The longest row can accommodate up to 20 letters and spaces.  The remaining 4 rows will 
decrease in length as the border/edge of the tile dictates.  It should be noted that the upper half of the tile 
would start with a short row and the bottom half will start with a long row. 

Option B: The full tile with up to 6 rows of 1" letters for a maximum of 55 letters and spaces.  The two centre rows can 
accommodate up to 16 letters and spaces.  The remaining rows will decrease as the edge of the tile dictates.  

Option C: The full tile with up to 10 rows of 3/4" letters for a maximum of 120 letters and spaces. The two centre rows 
can accommodate 20 letters and spaces.  The remaining rows will decrease as the edge of the tile dictates. 

Option D: The “Buddy” Tile - sold only as a full tile.  This tile is divided into 4 quarters - each 6" X 6".  Each quarter 
can accommodate up to 6 rows of ½” letters for a maximum of 48 letters and spaces.  The two centre rows can 
accommodate up to 12 letters and spaces with the remaining rows decreasing as the tile edge dictates. 

Option A         Option B & C           Option D 

$300 $600 $600 

Wall Tiles may be purchased through monthly installments. 
Half Tiles - $100 day of purchase - $100 per month for the following two months. 
Full Tiles - $200 day of purchase - $ 100 per month for the following four months. 
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(Wall Tiles (continued) 
 ENGRAVING  REQUEST 

The colour of the tile will be ‘Belmont Rose’.  If the  
submission requires any alteration, the subscriber will 
be contacted by phone or email by the coordinator for 
 further discussion.  REMEMBER TO COUNT THE SPACES! 

From: 

 NAME: ______________________________________ 

ADDRESS:_____________________________________ 

CITY: ________________________________________                PROV: 

POSTAL CODE: __________        

TELEPHONE: ________________________________ 

EMAIL:  _____________________________________  

TYPICAL OPTION ‘C’ above 

CIRCLE CHOICE:    OPTION ‘A’         OPTION ‘B’        OPTION ‘C’        OPTION ‘D’ 

Method of Payment:   Cheque (made payable to SAMF or SAM Foundation) Money Order     Cash 

VISA/MASTERCARD   Card #   Exp.Date: ______________ 

3# security code on the back of card ____________        

For further information, please call the SAMF Secretary: Toll Free: 1-888-497-7779 of (902) 461-0062 

Fax (902) 461-1610   Email: samf@samfoundation.ca        

Please check engraving details for accuracy before sending.  We cannot be responsible for misspelled words on 
your order form. 
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SAMF MEMBERSHIP FORM 
NOTE: Membership year is 1 Jan - 31 Dec 

Name:____________________________                                            

Address: __________________________ 

_________________________________                                       

City:                                           Prov:_____    

Postal Code:________________________ 

Phone: ____________________________                                              

Email:_____________________________                                                 

Fax:    _____________________________                                            

Status: Life $500  Patron $250/ yr 

Sustaining $100/yr   Regular $50/yr 

Family $300 / yr 

Additional Donation: $  For: 
Building Fund       Artifacts       In Memory 

Restoration projects        In Honour     

No specific Category 
Note: If ‘In Memory’ or ‘In Honour’, please 
provide name and address for recipient or family 
to receive a letter of acknowledgement from our 
Secretary.

Name: _____________________________________       

 Address: ___________________________________ 

City:                                          Prov:______________            

Postal Code:  _______________________________       

Payment Method: Money Order, Cash,  Cheque 

VISA or MASTERCARD 

# _________________________________________       

Exp. Date: _________________________________ 

3 # code on back of card _____________        

Phone: (902) 461-0062  Toll Free: 1-888-497-7779 
Fax: (902) 461-1610 
Email: samf@samfoundation.ca 

When your donation reach $1000 or more, your 
name will be added to our Donor Recognition 
board.  

Family Membership ($300 / yr) Maximum 7 
members.  Each family member will receive 
3 Warrior Magazines per year. 

Name:  ____________________________________ 
Address: ___________________________________ 
Phone:  _________________ 

Name:  ____________________________________ 
Address: ___________________________________ 
Phone:  _________________ 

Name:  ____________________________________ 
Address: ___________________________________ 
Phone:  _________________ 

Name:  ____________________________________ 
Address: ___________________________________ 
Phone:  _________________ 

Name:  ____________________________________ 
Address: ___________________________________ 
Phone:  _________________ 

Name:  ____________________________________ 
Address: ___________________________________ 
Phone:  _________________ 

Name:  ____________________________________ 
Address: ___________________________________ 
Phone:  _________________ 

8 ½  X 11, Hard Cover, 
200 photos - 336 pages 

ORDER NOW! 
Price $40 + $6.50 shipping  
and handling, if applicable. 
$40 only if picked up from SAMF.  For orders outside 
Canada, shipping and handling will be $11.00)
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McDonnell F2H-3 Banshee 
(BY: Ernie Cable, SAM historian) 

A total of 895 Banshees was built by McDonnell Aircraft Corporation in St. Louis, 
Missouri.  The Banshee takes its name from Celtic mythology meaning “Spirit who 
warns of death”. The XF2H-1 prototype Banshee made its maiden flight on 11 January 
1947 and incorporated the most recent jet fighter innovations such as an ejection seat and 
a fully pressurized, air-conditioned cockpit. Other improvements included a change from 
pneumatically to electrically operated flaps, landing gear, wing-fold, canopy and air 
brakes. Also, the front of the canopy was made of bulletproof glass that was electrically 
heated to prevent frost forming.  

The U.S. Navy placed its first order for the Banshee in May 1947 to replace its piston-
engine Grumman Bearcat as its primary fleet air-defense interceptor. The Navy decided 
to move away from the Second World War era .50 caliber (12.7 mm) machine guns to the 
heavier hitting 20 mm (0.79 inches) canons. Following delivery of the earlier F2H-1 and 
F2H-2 models of the Banshee the U.S. Navy ordered 250 improved F2H-3s, the last 
significant version of the Banshee. The F2H-3 made its maiden flight on 29 March 1952; 
it is 2.4 meters (8 feet) longer to increase the internal fuel load to 4,172 liters (1,102 gal) 
and its basic weight is 1,800 kg (2 tons) heavier than the original F2H-1. Other changes 
to the F2H-3 Banshee included mounting the four canons lower and farther aft in the nose 
than earlier versions to make room for the Westinghouse AN/APQ-41 radar; this gave the 
F2H-3 an all-weather, day-night intercept capability. The positioning of the canons in the 
lower fuselage also had the advantage of shielding the pilot from the blinding muzzle 
flash at night.  
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Banshee F2H-3 Statistics 

Crew  1 Pilot 
Wing Span  12.7 m (41 ft. 9 in) 
Length: 14.7 m (48 ft. 2 in) 
Height: 4.4 m (14 ft. 6 in) 
Weight, Empty: 5,980 kg (13,183 lb.) 
Weight, Gross: 9,531 kg (21,013 lb.) 
Cruising Speed: 742 km/h (461 mph) 
Max Speed:  933 km/h (580 mph) 
Rate of Climb:  1,829 m (6,000 ft.) /min 
Service Ceiling: 14,200 m (46,600 ft.) 
Range:  1,883 km (1,170 mi) 
Power Plant:  Two Westinghouse J34-WE-34 axial flow engines, 1,450 kg 

(3,200 lb.) static thrust 
Armament: Guns: 4 × 20 mm (0.79 in) Colt Mk 16 cannon, 220 rounds/gun 

(upper pair), 250 rounds/gun (lower pair) 
Rockets: 8 × 60 lb. High Explosive rockets or 
6 × 500 lb. bombs and 2 × 60 lb. H.E. rockets 
Missiles: 2 × AIM-9 Sidewinder missiles  

Banshees In the RCN 

In 1951, the Royal Canadian Navy (RCN) began to search for a replacement for its 
propeller-driven Hawker Sea Furies. The Navy was looking for a jet fighter for its new 
angled-deck aircraft carrier, HMCS Bonaventure, for the 1954 to 1959 time frame. The 
RCN stated a requirement for 60 aircraft, 16 for VF 870 and VF 871 fighter squadrons 
plus 16 in reserve (a 100 % reserve) and an alarming 28 aircraft for attrition over the six-
year period. After a thorough survey the McDonnell F2H-3 Banshee flown by the U.S. 
Navy was the only aircraft that met the RCN’s fleet air-defense requirements.  

In 1952, the RCN received approval to procure 60 Banshees at a cost of $500 thousand 
each and $9 million for spares including the U.S. Navy’s new AIM-9A heat-seeking 
Sidewinder guided missile. However, the Canadian Cabinet later cancelled the purchase 
for fiscal reasons, leaving the RCN with the only alternative of buying used Banshees 
from the U.S. Navy. 

The U.S. Navy advised that surplus Banshees would not be available until mid-1955 
because their Banshee replacement was delayed due to development problems. Since the 
RCN still intended to operate the Banshee until 1959, the number of attrition aircraft 
could be reduced by six making the total number required 54. Plans to equip one of the 
two Banshee squadrons with 15 surpluses RCAF T-33s further reduced the Banshee 
strength by 15 so that only 39 Banshees would be required.  
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On 1 November 1955, Lieutenant Commander Robert Falls, VF 870 Commanding 
Officer, and Lieutenant Walter Sloan ferried the first of ten well-used U.S. Navy 
Banshees from Quonset Point, Rhode Island to HMCS Shearwater. In February 1956, VX 
10 experimental squadron assumed responsibility for ferrying the remaining 29 Banshees 
to Shearwater and performing the RCN acceptance trials. In April 1957, two VX 10 
Banshees flew to the UK to conduct flight trials on HMCS Bonaventure during the 
British-built carrier’s sea trials in the English Channel. The last Banshees were delivered 
to VF 871 from September 1956 until June 1958 when the final aircraft arrived 31 
months after the RCN’s initial delivery. After arrival, the Canadian Banshees were 
stripped of their U.S. Navy livery and re-painted in the standard RCN dark grey-light 
grey colour scheme.  The RCN followed the Royal Navy numbering system where 
single-seat aircraft were assigned fuselage numbers in the 100 block (100 – 199).  
Similarly, experimental squadrons were assigned 700-block numbers with VX 10 rotating 
fuselage numbers, 700, 701 and 703 among their aircraft. The fuselage numbering was 
later changed to the last three digits of the serial number (402 for serial number 126402). 
VF 870 Banshees were identified by blue and white saw tooth markings on their rudders, 
while VF 871 aircraft were distinguished by red and white horizontal bars on their 
rudders. 

The Banshees’ primary role was to provide air defense for the fleet when embarked in the 
aircraft carrier HMCS Bonaventure. While based ashore at Shearwater the Banshees were 
the prime interceptors in the 22nd North American Air Defense (NORAD) Region, 
working closely with ground intercept controllers at RCAF Station Beaverbank, a 
Pinetree radar site located approximately 30 kilometers north of Shearwater. The RCN 
Banshee was the first Canadian aircraft to employ the Sidewinder AIM-9A heat-seeking 
missile as its primary weapon. Although, the Sidewinder was developed by the U.S. 
Navy it was not used operationally on their Banshees.  Therefore, VX 10 had to conduct 
the first trials to adapt the Sidewinder to the RCN Banshees. Despite superior 
performance of contemporary RCAF interceptors the Sidewinder gave the Banshee an 
equivalent or better probability of destroying its target. The Banshee also had an air-to-
ground role; pilots maintained bombing, strafing and rocket firing proficiency on the 
range at Chezzetcook, N.S about 20 km east of Shearwater and participated in ground 
support exercises with army units in Rivers, Manitoba and Gagetown, New Brunswick.  

In early 1956, VF 870 formed a squadron aerobatic team which performed at Maritime 
airshows plus an appearance at the Canadian International Air Show (CIAS) in Toronto. 
In late 1957, the VF 870 aerobatic team was officially established as the “Grey Ghosts”. 
The name was based on the two-tone grey of the aircraft and the fact that a Banshee was 
a ghost-like spirit.  The Banshee fleet was too small to have aircraft dedicated to the team 
so pilots flew squadron aircraft that were available. The Grey Ghosts were very active 
during 1958 and 1959 airshow seasons, including performances at the CIAS. Because of 
personnel changes the Grey Ghosts flew for the last time in February 1960. 

VF 870 and VF 871 flew F2H-3 Banshees from HMCS Shearwater and HMCS 
Bonaventure from November 1955 to July 1959 when VF 870 absorbed VF 871.  VF 870 
continued to fly the Banshee until 12 September1962 when the RCN’s first and only jet 
fighter was retired without replacement. 
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Of the 39 Banshees purchased for the RCN, 12 were destroyed or lost at sea, 15 were cut 
up for scrap and nine were used for training fire fighters. Three are preserved in 
museums: 126334 at the Naval Museum of Alberta in Calgary, 126464 at the Canada 
Aviation and Space Museum in Ottawa and 126402 at Shearwater.  

Banshee 126402 

Banshee 126402 in the museum’s aircraft collection served with U.S. Navy fighter 
squadrons VF 23 and VF 194 before VX 10 delivered it to the Shearwater naval air 
station.  The RCN took the aircraft on strength on 13 March 1957, making it the 17th 
Banshee to be acquired.  It was turned over to Fairey Aviation of Canada Ltd that same 
month for inspection, overhaul and repainting in the RCN dark-grey, light grey colour 
scheme before being allocated to VF 870 in June 1958 for squadron service.  As part of 
the program to arm all RCN Banshees with the Sidewinder heat-seeking missile, 402 was 
returned to the Fairey plant in July 1958 where launch rails were mounted on the 
outboard pylon under each wing to accommodate the Sidewinder and its firing circuits.   

Other Canadian modifications to Banshee 402 included a Safety of Flight Indicator (SFI) 
to give the pilot a quick reference to safe approach speed during the critical phase of 
landing on a carrier.  

The instrument was mounted above the instrument panel to allow the pilot to monitor the 
carrier-landing mirror and not having to look down into the cockpit to ensure the aircraft 
was above the stall speed. Also, installation of the Tactical Air Navigation (TACAN) 
system provided the pilot with range and bearing to the carrier or any other facility with a 
TACAN transmitter. Banshee 402 was also the trials aircraft for testing the smoke 
generators planned for the Grey Ghosts aerobatic team. 

On 3 August 1962, Banshee 402 joined other squadron aircraft to fly its last operational 
sortie, a farewell fly-past over Halifax and Dartmouth in conjunction with ceremonial 
divisions at Shearwater. On 12 September 1962, Banshee 402 was among the 11 
remaining Banshees to be struck off strength from RCN inventory. The aircraft was 
subsequently displayed at the entrance to the Shearwater air station until year 2000 when 
it was refurbished and placed on display in the Shearwater Aviation Museum. 

PAGE 29 



A Brief Synopsis of the History of 

The Canadian Naval Air Group 

For those of you that may not be familiar with the Canadian Naval Air Group (CNAG), our constitutional 
goals, our history, and some of our major accomplishments, we offer the following brief synopsis.  

The Canadian Naval Air Group (CNAG) was founded on January 23, 1970 at Edmonton, Alberta, by a small 
group of land locked ex-naval airmen that wished to perpetuate the traditions of the Royal Canadian Naval Air 
Arm. Their major goal, at that time, was to foster the companionship of those who served in or were 
associated with the Canadian Naval Air Arm while encouraging the organization of CNAG Chapters 
throughout Canada. Within a few short years there were nine Chapters and thus established our existence from 
coast-to-coast. Although our Chapters and numbers are now dwindling, we still continue to strive to meet the 
original constitutional goals of the Founding Members. 

On January 23, 2020, we celebrated our fiftieth anniversary! Over this fifty-year period, CNAGers have 
established themselves as Authors, Historians, Doctors, Lawyers, Politicians, CEO’s of major Aeronautical 
Corporations and many other distinguished positions within our Canadian Society. To include all of the names 
and examples of the accomplishments of these individuals is far too extensive a task to attempt in this article. 
Therefore we offer just these few: A Formidable Hero and Hands to Flying Stations by Stuart E. Soward; The 
Bonnie, and Collishaw & Company, (Canadians in the Royal Naval Air Service 1914-1918 by J. Allan 
Snowie; “Certified Serviceable” Sword Fish to Sea King, The Technical Story of Canadian Naval Aviation by 
Those Who Made It So, produced under the Chairmanship of Dudley Allan; and “THE VX 10 STORY” by 
Peter Charlton.  It is also important to emphasize the fact that many of our members have been volunteer 
workers at several museums across Canada, including the Canadian War Museum, the Canada Aviation and 
Space Museum and, in particular, the Shearwater Aviation Museum, where several held positions on the 
Board of Directors. We also maintain an active/supportive interest in The Navy League of Canada, and one of 
our HGVC members, Stan Conner, served on the board of the Royal Canadian Naval Benevolent Fund for 
twenty-two years. And how can we ever forget the fourteen year effort (1980-1994) of twelve dedicated ex-
naval technicians and civilian engineers that spent 28,000 man hours under the guidance of John Eden and 
Brian Aston refurbishing a Sword Fish (the infamous warrior of the skies during WWII) from junk status to a 
fully airworthy flying machine. That Swordfish is still a major attraction at the Shearwater Aviation Museum 
in Dartmouth NS. 

Another CNAG effort, and perhaps our crowning jewel, was an initiative inspired by Bud MacLean to have 
the Royal Canadian Naval Air Branch recognized with the Belt of Orion, Award for Excellence, by the 
Canadian Aviation Hall of Fame. It took a small group of dedicated individuals approximately ten years to see 
this through to fruition and the eventual induction ceremonies on June 09, 2016.  A very proud day indeed!

Again this is but a small glimpse of the accomplishments alluded to earlier. We still continue to make a 
sincere effort to be involved with as many commemorative ceremonies as possible. This was particularly 
evident during “Canada’s Naval Centennial Year”, thanks, in no small part, to the relentless efforts of Peter 
Milsom, the President of the Hampton Gray, V.C. Chapter, of CNAG. Peter continuously presented our 
concerns for recognition of Canadian Naval Aviation to the Centennial Committee, and through his persistent 
efforts we were indeed not forgotten as was evident in the glowing comments from the Chief of Maritime 
Staff (CMS) Vice Admiral Dean McFadden during several of the Centennial historical events. This 
recognition was further complimented when the Prime Minister and the Minister of National Defense made 
specific reference to the considerable efforts of both our past and present Naval Aviation Communities’ 
commitment to Canada. 
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So as you can see, we may be small in numbers, but not in spirit, especially when it comes to promoting our 
“Proud Heritage”. Unfortunately, our original Founders stipulated in our constitution that the prerequisite to 
become a member of CNAG was to have served in Naval Air prior to the decommissioning of the 
Bonaventure in 1970.  This one small error in policy and/or judgment so many years ago has left us with the 
inevitable fate of the Swiss Mountain Climber, in that, unless we rewrite our constitution we will cease to 
exist within the not too distant future. 

As stated in the opening remarks, this is but a brief synopsis of our proud organization, the Canadian Naval 
Air Group. Hopefully we have been able to clarify and/or enlighten you about just who we are, what we have 
accomplished and where we foresee ourselves going. In closing we offer that until we close the hangar doors 
on our proud CNAG Organization, we will continue to make every effort possible to ensure that the story of 
Canada’s once “World Renowned”, Naval Air Community and its history, does not fade into the archives of 
some forgotten era. 

Yours in Naval Air, 

Paul Baiden   MMM, OStJ, SC, CD, KStG 
National Chairman Canadian Naval Air Group 
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"We'll Meet Again" 
(Written by: Ross Parker and Hughie 
Charles)  Made famous by: Vera Lynn 

We'll meet again, 
Don't know where, 
Don't know when 

But I know we'll meet again some 
sunny day 

Keep smiling through, 
Just like you always do 

'Til the blue skies drive the dark clouds 
far away 

So will you please say "Hello" 
To the folks that I know? 
Tell them I won't be long 
They'll be happy to know 
That as you saw me go 
I was singing this song 

We'll meet again, 
Don't know where, 
Don't know when 

But I know we'll meet again some 
sunny day 

We'll meet again, 
Don't know where 
Don't know when. 

But I know we'll meet again some 
sunny day. 

Keep smiling through 
Just like you always do, 

'Til the blue skies drive the dark clouds 
far away 

So will you please say "Hello" 
To the folks that I know? 
Tell them I won't be long. 
They'll be happy to know 
That as you saw me go, 
I was singin' this song. 

We'll meet again, 
Don't know where, 
Don't know when 

But I know we'll meet again some 
sunny day 

IN THE DELTA 

BANFIELD Lis 

BAYS Shirley 

BEGLEY Tom 

BERTRAND Paul 

BRIGHT Hugh 

CHARBONNEAU Joseph (Willie) 

CHURA Bud 

ELDRIDGE Grant 

GASTON Wilfred (Wilf) 

LUCAS Dwight Arthur 

LUSHER John R. 

MCFARLAND Janise (Jan) 

McMillan George Ronald 

SHIELDS William Noel 

SLY George Alfred 

STEPHENSON Marilla 

THORNE Wesley (Butch) 

WOODER Frank 

YOUNG Ronald 
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  LOOKING BACK 

A quiet reflection by C1AT4 Garth 
Hodgson 

“Prepare for Sea!” 

Who can forget the pipe that gave you 
perhaps an hour to have everything 
lashed stowed and ready for sea, the 
bone-weary hours of shift work on 
extended ops, the never ending noise of 
vent fans, the smell of oil, the sweat of 
100 + temperatures in the tropics (the 
free southern cruises envied by your 
children), the permanent scars 
accumulated while learning to watch 
your shins and head, the infamous ships’ 
laundry, often a on-way trip for your 
best clothing, living in a mess that had 
been used as a morgue, practicing the 
naval shower to conserve fresh water, 
the automatic reflex of bracing yourself 
while shaving that lasted long after your 
returned home, the whine and bang of 
arrested landings overhead, listening to 
juicy stories intentionally told at the 
mess table to see which green face would 
suddenly bolt for the hatches, acquiring 
a hatred of foam rubber pillows, feeling 
sorry for the occasional exchange erk 
who mistakenly thought a Brit accent 
made him special, seeing the mermaid at 
Copenhagen only weeks after sampling 
some Caribbean night life, helpless to 
assist a “winger” desperately seasick in 
heavy weather, the mess deck 
atmosphere the night before entering 
home port, the salt worn mix of air and 
naval speech that marked you as Air 
Branch, using body language to help the 
COD pilot land safely whenever he had 
the mailbag on board, enjoying life in the 
sunny Bermuda triangle long before you 
knew something mysterious was out 
there. 

Who can forget the hundreds of truly 
individual people who somehow came 
together at Flying Stations with 

precision of a Swiss watch, each knowing 
exactly what was asked of him, when, 
where and how to do his bit.  The 
aircrews who never doubted your part, 
day or night, because it was unthinkable 
that anyone in the air branch would not 
give his best, the hidden bypass to 
redirect surplus rum lest it be wasted, 
the constant razzing between airdales 
and fishheads, the lost fortune in 
unrecorded jokes and put-ons, dealing 
patiently with green but pompous new 
Subbies, and the standing joke you 
would follow them anywhere – out of 
curiosity. 

The hilarious entertainment nights in 
remote anchorages that produced 
surprising talent, the initiation (before 
videos were invented) during crossings 
of the Equator and Arctic Circle, the 
mindless unification experiment that 
threatened all we had come to know, and 
even love.  The transition from navy blue 
that made us feel special, to the tri-
service green that made us feel much 
less so, the rush to fall in for flight deck 
divisions in whites, never quite missing 
the black grease of the arrestor wires on 
the way, hearing the curious direction to 
“…raise your right hand if you can hear 
me, raise your left hand if you can’t.”, tot 
time on the focsle and that familiar face 
who had a birthday nearly every week, 
the Cox’n’s infallible argument that if 
you help to eat it you can help to lug it 
aboard, the inevitable shout of “Shark!” 
during a recreational swim with only 2 
ladders rigged. 

Who can forget the futility of trying to 
find a place to be by yourself, 50 cents 
for every rat captured, the good-natured 
ribbing of the “boys from the better 
homes”, the too-eager young Observer 
(OBS) whose trade designator got 
“accidently” changed to SOB on all the 
rosters. 
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Remember	the	unspoken	respect	you	
felt	for	the	other	trades,	the	bruises	you	
traded	with	the	stokers	during	flight	
deck	hockey	wars,	the	beers	you	shared	
with	them	in	the	Trocadero	and	Joe’s	
Texas	Bar,	the	professionalism	of	flight	
ops,	your	mates	working	inches	away	
from	props	and	exhausts,	piling	next	to	
each	other	in	the	off‐deck	spaces	for	a	
catnap	between	launches,	the	deafening	
noise,	moving	by	feel	during	total	
blackout,	your	first	cat	shot	and	arrested	
landing,	that	empty,	draining	sensation	
in	your	gut	when	an	airplane	crashed	on	
deck	or	over	the	side,	the	Russians	
pointing	missiles		at	you	from	a	hundred	
yards	off,	the	flight	deck	crane	that	went	
over	the	side	but	was	expected	to	beat	
your	home	anyway,	the	dolphins	that	
darted	under	the	ship	faster	that	you	
could	cross	the	deck,	and	those	local	kids	
who	could	do	the	same	for	a	few	coins	
when	the	ship	was	at	anchor.	
	
Who	can	forget	the	special	responsibility	
of	being	the	Senior	NCO	in	charge	of	well	
trained,	well‐motivated	individuals	who	
gave	you	their	best	when	the	chips	were	
down	and	then	gave	you	heartburn	with	
their	antics	ashore,	your	willingness	to	
stretch	the	truth	on	their	behalf,	the	
Squadron	officers	who	met	you	halfway	
in	diluting	the	evidence.		The	wise	guy	
who	got	your	recommendation	for	
compassionate	leave	until	you	
discovered	the	death	in	his	family	was	
the	family	dog,	the	fathers	who	jokingly	
referred	to	the	various	offspring	as	Med	
Cruise	#1,	Carib	Cruise	#3	and	so	on,	the	
new	kid	sent	for	a	bottle	of	prop	wash	or	
mag	drops	hearing	the	shout	“Fire!”	
during	refueling,	even	for	drill.	
	
One	day	you	finally	find	that	quiet	
moment	you	never	found	at	sea,	and	
realize	you’ve	survived	all	the	pitfalls	
and	challenges	along	the	way.		As	you	
look	back,	you	wonder	if	that	Subbie	
pilot	who	got	to	be	Captain	didn’t	get	
there	because	you	told	him	plainly	one	

morning	long	ago	your	troops	weren’t	in	
the	Air	Branch	for	the	money,	so	wise	up.		
And	you	can’t	shake	off	that	memory	
when,	after	a	3‐week	nonstop	exercise,	
the	Squadron	CO	walked	over	to	the	
group	you	were	with	and	said	quietly,	
“Thanks	Chief,	we	couldn’t	have	done	it	
without	you	and	your	men.”	
 
******************************************** 
 
	
	

	
	
	
	
Sailor’s	Rest	
	
When	my	sailing	days	are	over,	
And	I	sail	the	seas	no	more,	
I	shall	build	myself	a	refuge	
By	the	ocean’s	murmuring	shore.	
As	I	watch	the	foaming	breakers	
When	the	tide	comes	rushin	in.	
I	will	contemplate	my	lifetime	
With	its	virtues	and	its	sins.	
	
Where	the	azure	of	the	heavens	
Meets	the	undulating	blue,	
Where	the	sweeping,	soaring	seagull	
Flies	its	endless	quest	for	food.	
It	is	there	that	I	would	rest,	
When	my	work	on	earth	is	done,	
At	the	endless	blue	horizon	
‘Neath	the	crimson	setting	sun.			
	
	 	 D.R.	Block	
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Shearwater Aviation Museum 
Birthplace of Canadian Maritime 

Military Aviation Heritage 
By Gord McNulty 

Visitors to the Shearwater Aviation Museum 
(www.shearwateraviationmuseum.ca) at 12 
Wing CFB Shearwater, Nova Scotia, will be 
impressed with a colorful and growing 
collection of aircraft and artifacts depicting 
Canadian maritime military aviation from 1918 
to the present.  In September, I visited the 
museum and enjoyed an overview of activities 
with SAM Curator Christine Hines. 

Established in 1978, SAM has 15 heritage 
aircraft on display or undergoing restoration.  
SAM has about 15,000 artifacts and an 
extensive collection of aviation art.  Informative 
exhibits include Eastern Air Command display, 
highlighted by a replica of the wall map used in 
Eastern Air Command headquarters at Halifax 
during the Battle of the Atlantic. 

A Victoria Cross Memorial Gallery includes 
portraits of Lt. Robert Hampton Gray, RCNVR, 
and F/L David Ernest Hornell, RCAF. 

An archives and library holds a large collection 
of historical and technical information available 
to researchers and boasts an exceptional 
photographic collection.  A gift shop carries a 
variety of aviation related merchandise. 

SAM celebrated Shearwater’s 100th Anniversary 
as an air base in 2018.  It is one of the oldest 
military airfields in Canada, second only to CFB 
Borden established in 1916.   

Fin an excellent report on the “Shearwater 100” 
celebration by Don MacNeil, published by the 
Museum, at 
https://ingeniumcanada.org/channel/blog/she
arwater-100-commemorating-the-centenary-
of-a-canadian-aviation-base  

As a Centennial project, SAM officially opened 
the new Shearwater Aviation Memorial Park, 
displaying a Sikorsky CH-124 Sea King, a 
Grumman TBM Avenger and a Canadair CT -133 
Silver Star.  The rugged Avenger, RCN 85861, 
was forced to ditch in the Bedford Basin in 1953 

and lay submerged until 1972, when it was 
raised by base technicians. 

It served as a gate guardian, and then was 
moved indoors to one of the 12 Wing hangars.  
It is now on display outdoors because of space 
limitations.  A second Avenger that had been 
flown as a water bomber in New Brunswick was 
acquired by the Museum Foundation in 2012.  It 
was flown to the museum and refinished in the 
attractive two-tone grey RCN scheme.  It is now 
part of the indoor exhibits.   

Two Sea Kings that were officially inducted 
in 2018 are among the highlights.  One of 
the two airframes, Serial Number 4001, was 
the first of four Sea Kings built by Sikorsky for 
the RCN.  It has been beautifully restored to 
RCN configuration circa 1963.   

The second airframe, CF12431, is presented in 
RCAF configuration, giving the museum a pair 
of bookends to tell the 55-year story of the Sea 
King. 

Two Grumman /de Havilland Canada CS2F/CP-
121 Trackers are on display.  Tracker number 
1501, in RCN colors, is noteworthy as the first 
Tracker built for the RCN.  It actually started as 
a US Navy Grumman-built S2F-1 purchased by 
DHC to verify the production jigs and tooling 
supplied by Grumman.  The only American 
Tracker acquired by the RCN it flew in various 
test and engineering roles as a serial number X-
500 and was re-serialled as 1501 in 1956.  
Tracker number 1557, still in airworthy 
condition, represents CS2F Trackers that were 
modified and re-designated as CP-121 maritime 
reconnaissance aircraft with integration of the 
Armed Forces in 1968.   

Rebuilt RCN Fairey Swordfish Mk II, serial 
number HS469, is proudly on display.  
Withdrawn from RCN service in 1946, this 
aircraft languished in a farmer’s field in Ontario 
for may years.  It was restored in the early 
1980s by naval aviation enthusiasts in the 
Toronto area.  After more than 13 yeas of 
painstaking work, HS469 flew in April 1994 to 
Shearwater and was donated to the SAM. 
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A McDonnell F2H-3 Banshee is another 
attention-getter.  Among the remaining 11 
Banshees struck from RCN inventory in 1962,  
this aircraft had been displayed at the entrance 
to the base until 2000, when it was refurbished 
by 12 Air Maintenance Squadron for exhibit at 
the museum. 

The distinctive nature of the collection is 
represented by a Piasecki HUP-3 Retriever, 
acquired in 2002 from the Museum of Flight in 
Langley, BC and replicated as the RCN’s first 
HUP-3, serial number 51-16621.  Vintage 
helicopter enthusiasts will also be impressed 
with a Sikorsky H04S Horse, serial number 
55885.  Delivered to Shearwater in 1955, this 
helicopter was involved in at least seven rescue 
missions, saving upwards of 20 lives.  Most 
notably, No. 88 was instrumental in saving 
survivors from a Flying Tiger Super 
Constellation, carrying 76 American military 
personnel and family members, which ditched 
in the North Atlantic in September 1962.   

Two Canadian CT-133 Silver Stars are 
displayed.  The first, serial number 133038, 
is finished in RCN markings typical of the 
paint scheme of T-birds flown by the Navy 
in the 1950s and 1960s.  The second, serial 
number 133618, is displayed outdoors in 
low-visibility camouflage grey representing 
T-birds flown from Shearwater in 1994. 

A Harvard, derived from Harvard serial 
number 2777 as flown by the RCN in the 
1950s, is also an attractive exhibit.  It was 
restored from a deteriorated condition and 
with parts from other Harvard was 
refurbished as a VC 924 naval air reserve 
squadron aircraft with “930-NAVY” 
markings. 

The museum’s restoration projects are 
fascinating.  They include a Fairey Firefly, 
PP462, that was among the first of 29 
Firefly Fighter Reconnaissance Mk 1’s taken 
on strength by the RCN in 1946 and 1947.  
In 1950, it was one of nine FR 1’s sold to 
Ethiopia.  It languished in the desert until 
1993 when its long journey to Shearwater 
began after a diplomatic agreement with 
Ethiopia. 

Good progress is being made with a Beech 
Expeditor, once stationed at Shearwater.  
For more photos and information, check out 
the Facebook news feeds of the museum 
and the foundation. 
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MERCHANT AIRCRAFT CARRIERS AND SWORDFISH 

Ernie Cable 
Shearwater Aviation Museum Historian 

The development of the Merchant Aircraft Carrier was a result of protracted delays in delivering Escort Carriers 
to the Royal Navy. The aircraft carriers were urgently required to provide continuous air coverage to protect North 
Atlantic convoys from German U-boats. Since Halifax was the western terminus for most Atlantic convoys, the Royal 
Navy established a Royal Navy Air Section, HMS Seaborn, as a tenant unit at RCAF Station Dartmouth. HMS Seaborn 
played a crucial role in the Merchant Aircraft Carrier concept as a Canadian home base to recover embarked Swordfish 
aircraft for maintenance, and shelter and to provide rest and recreation for the air squadron personnel while the parent 
ship took on cargo. 

The introduction of the MAC-ship concept was the result of the British Admiralty finally deciding to precede 
full steam ahead on Captain Slatterys (Royal Navy) 1940 proposal to fit the simplest possible flight decks to existing 
merchant ships to provide protection for Allied North Atlantic convoys. The Admiralty’s decision was influenced by 
difficulties and excessive delays in building Escort Carriers. The jinx-ridden Escort Carriers were far more elaborate ship 
conversions than originally intended and with the exception of HMS Audacity took much too long to complete. The 
MAC-ships had by far the simplest and smallest flight decks, so their conversion was sometimes completed in as little as 
five months. The MAC-ships would continue to sail with Merchant Navy crews and carry their normal cargoes as 
Slattery had suggested. In March 1943, Maydown, in County Derry Northern Ireland, was designated the Royal Navy Air 
Station to provide personnel and aircraft for the succession of Merchant Aircraft Carriers, universally known as MAC-
ships. 

The MAC-ships were either grain ships or tankers. These unlike almost all other merchantmen could easily be 
adapted to load and unload their cargoes despite a flight deck running the full breadth and length of the ship. Grain was 
handled through trunk ways as though it were a liquid. The flight decks were truly minuscule, with a uniform width of 
just 62 feet.  The grain ship flight decks were somewhat shorter, varying from 413 to 424 feet, than those of the tankers at 
460 feet. But the grainers had a hangar below decks aft, complete with hoist (elevator), with room for four Swordfish 
with wings folded. The tankers, alone among carriers, had no hangar, so their Swordfish, when not airborne or ashore, 
were permanently on the flight deck. Since the first pilot airborne always had an aircraft astern of him, the available 
takeoff run was reduced, thereby limiting tankers to operating only three Swordfish at most.  The lack of a hangar meant 
that the aircraft were always exposed to the weather that did them no good and made maintenance work difficult and 
unpleasant if not impossible. 

The decision to build the MAC-ships was taken in June 1942 when work started on the first grain ships, Empire 
MacAlpine and Empire MacAndrew. By October it had been decided to convert ten more, four tankers and six grainers. 
The Admiralty was now so sold on the concept that an eventual 32 was considered.  This was cut to 19; the last seven 
were tankers. Empire MacAlpine was ready in April 1943 and operational in May. She was followed in July by Rapana, 
the first tanker conversion, which involved less extensive work and therefore took much less time than the grain ships.  

Empire MacAndrew was completed soon afterwards. The remainder came into service in the following months 
at irregular intervals.  

The MAC-ship design was brilliant. It was easy to see the splendid simplicity of the conversion. Just about 
everything below the flight deck was unchanged, apart from adding some extra accommodation for the “Air Party”, as 
the air squadron personnel were known, so that the outline of the original merchantman was still clearly detectable. 
Above that level everything was chopped off, in particular the smokestake (for which a horizontal funnel was substituted) 
and the bridge. The all-welded flight deck with six arrester wires was built with telescopic joints to allow for contraction 
and expansion. The usual “island”, constructed like any other carrier’s on the starboard side amidships, housed the 
bridge, wheelhouse and control platform, with the chart room below; this was the MAC-ship’s nerve center. Page 37



Near completion of a MAC-ship’s conversion, she would be joined by her Air Staff Officer (ASO), a Lieutenant 
Commander immediately responsible for all Navy personnel aboard, not only the Air Party but also the doctor, the 
batsman, the ten ship’s gunners, four signalmen and three or four Able Seamen. Like all of these men he came under the 
Master’s overall command, though in practice this was seldom exercised. The ASO’s primary task was to organize the 
flying details, first during work ups, then as might be ordered during the passage of each convoy by the Senior Officer in 
the escorting warships (SOE). The Master had the same crew of officers and men as an unconverted vessel, with perhaps 
an extra Mate and an extra radio operator. 

As each MAC-ship neared completion, 836 Squadron, the first MAC squadron formed in July 1942, formed a 
new flight for her at Maydown: three or four Swordfish as appropriate and their aircrews and maintenance unit.  With 
half-a-dozen spare flights, there was eventually a total of 92 aircraft in 836 Squadron, which made it not only at least four 
times larger than any other squadron in the Royal Navy (to alleviate span of control problems, 840 and 860 Squadrons, 
the latter being a Royal Netherlands Navy unit, eventually formed as MAC-ship squadrons) but in a special way unique. 
Instead of a being a single cohesive unit that flew and fought together, its component flights became autonomous when at 
sea, under their own flight commanders, though very much part of 836 Squadron.   

The process was always the same. Each new flight, identified by a letter in alphabetical order as it was formed, 
from “A” Flight onwards, would have four or five weeks at Maydown to train together before flying to join its newly 
converted parent vessel as she steamed down the Firth of Clyde from her anchorage at Gourock.  Each flight had its own 
team of mechanics to maintain and service the aircraft. In tankers, with three Swordfish, there was a Petty Officer in 
charge, four fitters and four riggers to care for the engines and airframes respectively, three electricians of whom one was 
a radar specialist and two Air Mechanics Ordnance to look after all the weaponry; a total of 14 to keep three Swordfish 
flying. The MAC-ship would join the next available North Atlantic convoy, with her flight of Swordfish providing air 
cover when needed.   

The most vital part of training was learning to fire rocket projectiles (RP’s) in single and multiple aircraft 
attacks. The amour piercing RP’s greatly increased the offensive capability against U-boats compared with the six depth 
charges previously carried. Four RP’s were slung on racks under each lower main plane and could be fired in pairs or all 
eight together; a single hit could sink a U-boat. The technique was to approach the target in a 20-degree dive and aim just 
below the U-boat’s waterline from an optimum altitude of 800 feet. A pair of well-aimed RP’s could pass through a U-
boat’s hull, making large holes below the waterline where each of them entered and exited.  

The only limitation of an RP attack was that a minimum ceiling of 1000 feet was required. In conditions of low 
cloud, the Swordfish reverted to attacking with depth charges.  

Convoy protection usually consisted of two MAC-ships, although at times as many as four were used. Routine 
flying patrols were always at the side or ahead of the convoys; an astern patrol could prove disastrous for a Swordfish, 
with its slow airspeed, if the wind freshened. On one occasion when this happened, the Swordfish was unable to catch up 
to the convoy and the parent ship had to watch its Swordfish gradually disappear astern until it was no longer detected on 
radar, never to be seen again. Each carrier did a 12-hour turn of duty but if there were three of them one could stand 
down. 

On approaching the coast of Canada, these convoys would split in two: some vessels destined for New York or 
other American ports, the others for Halifax, Nova Scotia. The MAC-ship’s western terminus was almost always Halifax. 
Her Swordfish, or as many were serviceable, would fly ashore to RCAF Station Dartmouth as soon as soon as the safety 
of coastal waters had been reached.  It took five to ten days for the MAC-ship to take on her cargo after which the ship 
would join the next homeward bound convoy, and the Swordfish would fly-on for the return voyage. The process was 
then repeated; on nearing the coast of Ireland the serviceable Swordfish would fly ashore to Maydown, while the MAC-
ship turned around at Gourock. 

Although at any given moment over half the aircraft of 836 Squadron were scattered on different ships across 
the Atlantic or at Dartmouth, an astonishing cohesion held the squadron together as a single fighting unit with an 
unsurpassed esprit de corps. This was owed to a very large extent to the inspired leadership of Lieutenant Commander 
Ransford Slater, 836 Squadron’s first Commanding Officer. Slater had seen from the outset that the success of the MAC-
ship concept depended, more than anything else, on building and maintaining the best possible relations, and the greatest 
mutual respect between the civilian Merchant Navy crews who would sail the MAC-ships, and the Royal Navy aircrews 
who would fly their Swordfish. 
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Upon joining their first MAC-ship, all Royal Navy personnel were enrolled in the Merchant Navy. They signed 
the ship’s articles as deck hands to bring them under the Master’s jurisdiction that entitled them to a shilling and a bottle 
of beer a day. The shilling was never actually paid but the Chief Steward delivered seven bottles of beer to each cabin 
every Sunday. Enrolling in the Merchant Navy entitled each naval member to wear the small silver “MN” badge, on the 
lapel of his naval jacket. It was presented by the Master after signing the articles and worn unfailingly thereafter. Any 
apoplectic senior officer ashore who had to ask about that damned badge on the naval uniform was told firmly and with 
impunity that the wearer had every right to do so! This honoured ritual had the profound effect of eliminating a “we – 
they” relationship between the naval and merchant ship personnel.  

The Swordfish were painted pure white, the most effective camouflage for day flying over the sea but were 
otherwise standard Swordfish II’s. Except that in many flights, so great was the air and ground crews’ loyalty to the 
Merchant Navy, they painted out “ROYAL NAVY” on the sides of their Swordfish and substituted “MERCHANT 
NAVY” which caused quite a bit of eye-rubbing when the aircraft landed anywhere other than Maydown or Dartmouth. 

During their two years of service from May 1943 to Victory in Europe (VE) Day, MAC-ships sailed in 217 
convoys and made 323 Atlantic crossings for which some 4,447 days were spent at sea, of which 3,057 were in convoy. 
Flying took place on 1,183 of those days and 114 Swordfish were lost or damaged beyond repair.  The aircrews flew 
4,177 sorties in 9,016 flying hours; six pilots, five observers and eight telegraphist air gunners were killed. Twelve 
attacks were made against U-boats, though none were sunk. It is, however, true to say that the introduction of the MAC-
ships gave the U-boats little opportunity to achieve success against any convoy containing them.  

Between September1943 and May 1944 only sixteen merchantmen in North Atlantic convoys would be sunk by 
U- boats (compared to a peak of fifty in the worst month of all, August 1942). Only five merchant ships were sunk 
between May 1944 and VE Day though the number of U-boats at sea rose to 185 in mid 1944 and at the end of the year 
was still about 140. The last known contact with a U-boat was on 20 April 1945 when a Swordfish from Empire 
MacAndrew dropped two depth charges on a periscope with no apparent results. The last operational squadron to fly the 
Swordfish, 836, disbanded 21 May 1945. 
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List Of MAC-Ships 

MAC-Ship Name  Entered   Tanker/ Displace- Flight Converted   Service      
    Grainer      ment-Tons      Deck-feet         By 

Empire MacAlpine Apr. 43    G 7950 414x62 Burntisland  
Shipping Co. 

Rapana  Jul. 43     T (AS) 8000 462x62 Smith Yard, 
N. Shields 

Empire MacAndrew Jul. 43     G 7950 423x62 Denny Bros. 

Amastra Aug. 43    T (AS) 8000 462x62 Smiths Yard 
N. Shields 

Empire MacRae Sep. 43    G  8250 424x62 Lithgow 

Acavus Oct. 43    T (AS) 8000 462x62 No Record 

Ancylus Oct. 43    T(AS) 8000 462x62 No Record 

Empire MacKay Oct. 43    T(BP) 8908 460x62 Harlan&Wolff 
Empire MacColl Nov. 43   T(BP) 9133 461x62 Cammel Laird 

Empire MacCallum Dec. 43    G  8250 424x62 Lithgow 

Empire MacKendrick Dec. 43    G  7950 414x62 Burntisland 
. Shipping Co 
Empire MacMahon Dec. 43    T(BP) 88856 462x62 Swan Hunter 

Empire MacCabe Dec. 43    T(BP) 9249 462x62 Swan Hunter 

Alexia  Dec. 43    T(AS) 8000 462x62 No Record 

Miralda Jan. 44     T(AS) 8000 462x62 No Record 

Adula  Feb. 44     T(AS) 8000 462x62 Silly Cox, 
Falmouth 

Empire MacDermott Mar. 44     G 7950 423x62 Denny Bros. 

Gadila Mar. 44     T(AS) 8000 462x62 Smiths Yard 
N. Shields 

Macoma May. 44     T(AS)  8000 462x62 No Record 
(T = Tanker; G = Grain ship; AS = Anglo Saxon, Shell; BP = British Petroleum) 
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1957 SHEARWATER FLYERS FOOTBALL TEAM 

In 1987 the 1957 Shearwater Flyers Football Team was inducted into the Nova 
Scotia Sports Hall of Fame.  Below are some photos from one of the team 
members, Bruce Thomas and some of information found in the Hall of Fame. 

Harvey Mills became head coach of the 1957 Shearwater Flyers and put together 
what was arguably the best football squad ever assembled in this province. The 
Flyers were a navy team, composed of many men and officers from HMCS 
Shearwater. It was a truly exciting year at the naval airbase. By the time the regular 
season was over, the Flyers had smashed just about every gridiron record this side 
of the St. Lawrence. 

The trio of Bob Hayes, Bruce Walker, and Buck Taylor made a shambles of the 
individual scoring statistics, with Hayes and Walker being tied for the scoring title at 
114 points each, and Taylor placing third with 78 points. As a team, the Flyers piled 
up 389 points. The next best was 115 points by StFX. 

When the Flyers moved on to face the New Brunswick champions, the Mount Allison 
Mounties, they racked up a 40-18 victory: their ninth straight wins of the year. That 
earned them a date with the Brantford Tiger-Cats for the Eastern Canadian 
intermediate championship. With 3,000 people looking on at the Wanderers 
Grounds, Shearwater scored an electrifying 12-7 victory to earn a berth in the final 
against the Fort William Redskins. A record 5,000 fanatical followers crammed the 
Wanderers Grounds to watch the Flyers fall behind 21-14. As the Flyers dug deeper, 
they piled up 13 unanswered points and a 27-21 win made them the first Maritime-
based team to win the title. 

Members of the team: Ivor Axford, Bruce Beacock (trainer), Jack Beck, Al Bice (vice 
president), Sam Brushett, Roy Carriere, Joe Carver, Al Caulier, Charlie Cox, E.A. 
Darrach (business manager), Pete Davidson, Gabe DesRoucher, J.M. Dunn (program 
director), Les Elworthy, Bob Findlay, B.E. Gaynor (managing director), Bill Gourlay 
(team manager), Paul Gowan, Tom Graham, Doug Grant, Tom Guthrie (equipment 
manager), Bill Harper, Bob Hayes, H.W. Isaac (president), Eric Keirstead (team 
physician), Bill Key, Les Keyes, Dale Klassen, W. Kuntz (equipment manager), Don 
Lilley, Don Loney (scout; analyst), Vern MacDonald, George Mayne, Jim McCombie, 
Dan McCowell  (Continued ) 
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(assistant coach), Pete McGregor, Bill McKinney, Ron McLean, Gord McLeod, Harvey 
(Moose) Mills (coach), Alf Nicholson, Ron Parker, Malcolm Payne (assistant team 
manager), John Pike (trainer), R.A. Potts (publicity manager), Bill (Foxy) Reynard, 
Ed Rieger, John Salmond, N. Semecyzm (equipment manager), John  
(Cabbage) Smith, Len Smith, Andy Swan, Buck Taylor, R.W. Timbrell (honorary vice 
president), Bruce Thomas, Bruce Walker, R.P. Welland (honorary president), Ken 
Whitney. 

1957 HALL OF FAME SHEARATER FLYERS FOOTBALL 

BRUCE THOMAS 1957 SHEARWATER FLYERS FOOTBALL 
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Statement - On Behalf Of Captain Jennifer Casey's Family 

Published: 20 May 2020 

Captain Jennifer Casey, our beloved daughter lost her life on Sunday, May 17 in Kamloops, 
British Columbia while supporting an important mission that seemed to be designed for 
her. Operation INSPIRATION is a mission with one focus, making Canadians happy in a time of 
uncertainty and there was no better person in this world to carry out that mission than Jenn. Her 
beautiful smile and positively infectious personality could brighten anyone’s day and she proudly 
served the mission as she flew across our great nation with a team that she adored, the 
Snowbirds. 

Jennifer was more than a granddaughter, daughter, sister, and friend to many, she was a story 
teller, a role that she embraced with passion and skill. She was also a proud Nova Scotian that 
served as an advocate and ambassador for her province wherever she went. Her journey took her 
many places but her heart was always at home in Halifax. 

It was in Halifax where Jenn studied Journalism at the University of Kings College and started her 
career in journalism with the Roger’s network at News 95.7 where she developed her story telling 
skills, giving a voice to local causes and community groups that often didn’t have one. Working 
with News 95.7 is where she built her enormous network of friends that have spent the last several 
days sharing kind words about her professionalism and beautiful character. Now they are telling 
her story. 

Always one for an adventure, Jenn joined the Canadian Armed Forces in 2014 as a Public Affairs 
Officer where she thrived personally and professionally. While serving her country, Jenn traveled 
around the world meeting new friends at every stop along the way. Using her experience and 
media connections, Jenn was great at telling the stories of the brave men and women that serve 
Canada at home and abroad. She was committed always to honing her skills and advancing her 
education in the field by completing a Master of Interdisciplinary Studies from Royal Roads 
University in B.C. 

Many say that the military is much like a second family and Jenn welcomed these brothers and 
sisters with open arms and all her heart. There are many groups in her military family that are 
sharing in her loss. First and foremost, we are sharing this loss with the Public Affairs Branch, a 
group of communications professionals that introduced Jenn to her military family. We also share 
this loss with everyone in the Royal Canadian Air Force, a group of loving individuals that will 
always remember Jenn for the contributions that she made to the team. 

And finally, we share her loss with the Canadian Forces Snowbirds, 431 Air Demonstration 
Squadron, a team that she proudly served in a job she truly loved. Our hearts are with all of you at 
this time as we mourn the loss of Jenn and remember all of the memories we shared with her. 

As she makes her way back to Nova Scotia to her final resting place, we ask those that knew and 
loved Jenn to cherish the memories that you have of her and continue to bask in the light that she 
shone on everyone’s life. She is gone but will never be forgotten. 

Captain Jennifer Casey, we salute you. 
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